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Mobility Allowance Schene

1, I an directed by the Minister for Health to state +that 2 schene for
payment by health boards of mobility allowznce at the rate of £150
per annum for severely handicapped persons +[dill be introducsd with
effect from 1lst September, 197¢, The scheme applies to —ersons in
the age group 16 to 6§56 years who are unale to walk and who would
benefit from occasional trips away from hone,

2, Although eligibility is confined +no p2rsons who are normal 1y liwing
a2t hone, mobility allowance may continues to be ozid in r"spect of
occasional stays in hospital of up to 8 weeks, as in th?: casz of
Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowance.

3, As statad, an applicant nust be under peasionable “qe Howre
allowance, once granted, will be continued after thi agas 2
the other criteria for eligibility are met,

4, A means test should be applisd similar to thzt which
the purposes of the Disabled Derﬁuns Maintenancse A1l
likely thet most of those who cuali Lfy for mobility
already be in receipt of Disabled Fersons Moaintenance Allawance,

crated for

5, The essential medical criterion for
the asplicant is unables to walle, fon Lt
limbs ©or other suitable aids, or is in such

that the exertion required to walk would be

s
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that this criterion EHould be intorpretad
+r wilk has to b2 liks 1y to pursist fer at o N

>licant must not be fcrblddnﬂ for medical s fro Lng movod,
Fe *he purposes of a meeting with Progranne Mar 2rs o dirsctors of
Corms munity Carc and Medical Officors of Health on 26+th July, nstes con
relevant medical conditions wer2 circulatod. Furthazr croices of
these notoes nay, if required, be obtain=sd from this Desartnent.,
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It will be a matter for the Director of Community Care and Medical
Officer of Health to decide whether the medical criteria are
satisfied in any case, It would be adwisabla for directors to
brief general nmedical practitioners in their areas on the scope

of the scheme, 2s medical certificates must be submitted with
applications for the allowance,

Cases which have been accepted for payment of an allowance should
be reviewed at appropriate intervals to establish that they
continue to meet the criteria for eligibility,

-.An explanatory statemont for the information of enquirers and a

form of application for the allowance are enclosed as Appendix 1
to this circular, Copies of the stztement and application forn
are being printed and supplies will be issued to health boards as
soon as possible,

Statistics relating te the scheme should be kept in the form set
out in Appendix 2 to this circular, Health Boards are reguested
to furnish returns in the first instance in respact of September
to December, 1979 and thereafter for each calendar year,

Publicity about the commencement of the scheme on 2 national basis
will be prepared by the Department and will be on the lines of the

explanatory statement in Appendix 1, Health Boards should arrange

for similar publicity locally,
The scheme will be subject tc review from time to time,
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Mobility Allowance for Hzndicapped Persons

i mobility allowance at the rats of £150 per annum for severely
handicapped persons who are unable to walk vwill be introduced from
lst September, 1979. The scheme applies to perscns in the age
group lé to 66 years who are living at home.

-The:e will be a means test similar tc that which operates for the
purpeses of the Disabled Perscons Maintenance fillowance, i,e, that
by reascn of disability, the a2zplie>nt is unable to provide for his
maintenance and his spouse, ;f 2ny, is unable to paintain him,

-
The basic nedical conditions to gualify fer nayment of allowance are:

- the applicznt is uneble to walk, sven with

e use of artificisal limbs or othar suitable
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condition ef health that
the exertion reguired to walk would be

dangercus,

- inability to wallk has to be likely to persist for

at least one year,

- the applicant must not be forbidden for medical
PP

reasons from being nmoved,

- the applicant must be in a condition to benefit

from a change in his surroundings,
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The scheme will b= cpecrated by the hexlth oards . Tt will be
& matter for the Dirsctor of Communi ty Care and Medical Officer
of Health to decide whether the medical criteria are satisfied

in any case,

Allowances will be paid nonthly.

Persons who consider that they satisfy the éonditicns of 2ligibility
for the allowance should complete the attached application form and
Ieturn it to the local office of the hzalth board.



Mobility Allowance for Handicanned Forzons

Part 1: for completion by applicant

Ta Health Boargd

I wish to apply for nebility allowance, I consider that T satisfy
the required conditions, I an/am not® in rzceipt of Disabled
FPersons Maintenance Allowance,

Medical Card No., (if any):

Signed
Date
*delete as appropriate
Part 2: for completion by applicant’'s medical cractitioner,
I have examined ....,,,. of e e e, B He/She is suffering
IIom .. e e PR I certify that by

reason of this condition he/shz is umable to walk and I expzct that

this inability will last at least one year from ths date of this

certificate,




